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TODD KIM, Assistant Attorney General 
ROMNEY PHILPOTT, Senior Attorney 
MICHAEL R. EITEL, Senior Trial Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice  
Environment & Natural Resources Division 
999 18th Street, South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
Tel: (303) 844-1810 (Philpott) / Tel: (303) 844-1479 (Eitel) 
Fax: (303) 844-1350  
Email: Romney.Philpott@usdoj.gov; Michael.Eitel@usdoj.gov 
 
Attorneys for Federal Defendants  
Additional counsel on signature page 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION, 
et al.,  
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
and 
 
STATE OF OREGON, et al.,  
 

Intervenor-Plaintiffs,  
 

v.  
 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES 
SERVICE, et al.,  
 

Defendants,  
 
and 
 
PUBLIC POWER COUNCIL, et al.,  
 

Intervenor-Defendants. 

Case No. 3:01-cv-640-SI 
 
JOINT STATUS REPORT RE: STAY OF 
LITIGATION THROUGH 2028 
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The National Wildlife Federation (“NWF”) Plaintiffs, the State of Oregon, the State of 

Washington, the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, the Confederated Tribes 

of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of 

Oregon, the Nez Perce Tribe, and Federal Defendants (collectively, the “Litigation Stay Parties”) 

respectfully provide this status update to the Court pursuant to the terms of the ongoing stay of 

litigation in the above-captioned matter. See ECF 2450-1 ¶ 6.4 (providing for annual status 

reports); Order, ECF 2466 at 5 (noting the “Moving Parties will update the Court annually on 

their progress”).  

On February 8, 2024, this Court granted the Litigation Stay Parties’ joint motion to Stay 

Litigation through 2028. ECF 2466. The joint motion and this Court’s stay order were based on 

the December 14, 2023, Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) signed by the Litigation Stay 

Parties. See ECF 2450-1. The MOU attaches the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative (“CBRI”) 

and the responsive United States Government Commitments in Support of the Columbia Basin 

Restoration Initiative (“USG Commitments”). See ECF 2450-1. As noted by the Court in 

granting the motion for a stay of litigation, the MOU, CBRI, and USG Commitments 

demonstrate a good faith effort to continue working to resolve the issues underlying this 

litigation through partnership and collaboration, rather than the courts. ECF 2466 at 5. 

Since this Court ordered the stay of litigation, the Federal agencies have continued 

implementation of the USG Commitments, pursuant to paragraph 2 of the MOU, and the USG 

Operations, pursuant to paragraph 3 of the MOU. See, e.g., Columbia River Task Force, 

available at https://salmonrecovery.gov/crtf.html (identifying announcements, documents and 

reports, and other information relevant to MOU implementation). The Litigation Stay Parties 

have engaged in regular communication per the Communication Protocol in paragraph 6 of the 
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MOU. No MOU party has initiated Dispute Resolution procedures pursuant to paragraph 7 of the 

MOU. No party has engaged in litigation that would trigger the termination or withdrawal 

provisions of paragraph 9 of the MOU. The Litigation Stay Parties intend to continue to work in 

good faith to implement the MOU throughout the duration of the MOU.   

 

DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODD KIM, Assistant Attorney General 
S. JAY GOVINDAN, Section Chief 
 
/s/ Michael R. Eitel 
MICHAEL R. EITEL, Senior Trial Attorney 
FREDERICK H. TURNER, Senior Trial Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice  
Environment & Natural Resources Division 
Wildlife & Marine Resources Section 
999 18th Street, South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
Tel: (303) 844-1479 / Fax: (303) 844-1350  
Email: Michael.Eitel@usdoj.gov 
 
ROMNEY PHILPOTT, Senior Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice  
Environnent & Natural Ressources Division 
Natural Ressources Section 
999 18th Street, South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
Tel: (303) 844-1810 / (303)-844-1350 (Fax)  
Email: Romney.Philpott@usdoj.gov 
 
Attorneys for Federal Defendants 
 
/s/ Amanda W. Goodin 
TODD D. TRUE (WSB #12864) 
AMANDA W. GOODIN (WSB #41312)  
Earthjustice 
810 Third Ave., Suite 610 
Seattle, WA 98104 
(206) 343-7340 | Phone 
(206) 343-1526 | Fax 
ttrue@earthjustice.org 
agoodin@earthjustice.org 
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DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DANIEL J. ROHLF (OSB #990069) 
Earthrise Law Center 
Lewis & Clark Law School 
10101 S. Terwilliger Blvd, MSC 51 
Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 768-6707 | Phone 
(503) 768-6642 | Fax 
rohlf@lclark.edu 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
/s/ Deanna J. Chang 
DEANNA J. CHANG #192202 
CHRISTINA BEATTY-WALTERS # 981634 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Trial Attorneys 
deanna.j.chang@doj.oregon.gov 
christina.beattywalters@doj.oregon.gov 
Tel (971) 673-1880 
Fax (971) 673-5000 
 
Of Attorneys for Intervenor Plaintiff State of 
Oregon 
 
ROBERT W. FERGUSON 
Attorney General 
 
/s/ John Heidinger 
JOHN HEIDINGER, WSBA No. 50984 
Assistant Attorney General 
P.O. Box 40100           
Olympia WA, 98504-0100 
John.Heidinger@atg.wa.gov 
Tel (360)753-2496 
 
Attorney for Amicus State of Washington 
 
/s/ David J. Cummings 
David J. Cummings (OSB #922695) 
 
/s/ Geoffrey M. Whiting 
Geoffrey M. Whiting (OSB #954544) 
NEZ PERCE TRIBE 
OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL 
P.O. Box 305 
Lapwai, ID 83540 
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DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED January 14, 2025 

(208) 843-7355 | Phone 
(208) 843-7377 | Fax 
djc@nezperce.org 
gwhiting@gmwnezperce.com 
 
Attorneys for the Nez Perce Tribe 
 
/s/ Kathryn E. Marckworth 
KATHRYN E. MARCKWORTH (WSB # 46964) 
JOËLLE C. KLEIN (WSBA # 62184) 
Yakama Nation Office of Legal Counsel 
P.O. Box 151 / 401 Fort Road 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
Tel: (509) 865-7268 
Fax: (509) 865-4713 
Email: kate@yakamanation-olc.org 
joelle@yakamanation-olc.org 
 
Attorneys for Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 
Yakama Nation 
 
/s/ Brent H. Hall 
BRENT H. HALL (OSB No. 992762) 
HALL LAW, PLLC 
P.O. Box 945 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Tel: (541) 215-0404 
Email: Brent@Bhhall.com  
 
Attorney for Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 
Reservation of Oregon 
 
/s/ Joseph R. Pitt 
JOSEPH R. PITT (OSB No. 081134) 
Office of Legal Counsel 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
46411 Timine Way  
Pendleton, OR 97801 
Tel: (541) 429-7400 
Fax: (541) 429-7400 
Email: Joepitt@ctuir.org 
 
/s/ Brent H. Hall 
BRENT H. HALL (OSB No. 992762) 
HALL LAW, PLLC 
P.O. Box 945 
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Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Tel: (541) 215-0404 
Email: Brent@Bhhall.com  
 
Of Attorneys for the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on January 14, 2025, I filed the foregoing through the Court’s CM-ECF 

system, which will automatically notify counsel of record.  
 

/s/ Michael R. Eitel 
MICHAEL R. EITEL 
U.S. Department of Justice 
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